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vote the imposts before they presented their griev-
ances, he forbade the deputies to have any understand-
ing with each other outside of the sittings of the
cortes, and sought to have his judges and his courtiers
made deputies.   From that time the cortes met every
third year and voted for everything that the king
demanded.    At the end of the sixteenth century the
holding of the cortes was nothing more than a comedy:
the deputies came to the castle to kiss the hand of the
king, the king came into the hall of the cortes and
made known to them the amount of money which he
desired; the cortes demanded time for reflection.   At
the second session they decided to petition the king
to send away his secretaries from the seance.   At the
third session, the king not having sent away his secre-
taries, the cortes in their presence voted for the im-
post; then the deputies went and announced it to the
king, who gave them his hand to kiss, and each one
brought his petition to the council of the king.    In
Aragon the people rebelled  (1592)  when the king
ordered the Inquisition to arrest his former minister,
Perez, who had taken refuge in the country.    The
king sent out the troops, who conquered the rebels,
then he removed the head of the judiciary, appointed
the lieutenants of justice and put a garrison in the
country.   The cortes continued to vote the tax, but
from that time the king governed free from any con-
trol by the assembly.

Thus the government of the country by the nation
came to an end throughout all Europe;1 and there

* Except in England and Holland.